
African Scenic Safaris 

Wildlife Policy 
Animal welfare, conservation and responsible wildlife tourism 

1. Why AFSS needs a wildlife policy 

African Scenic Safaris Ltd (AFSS) operates safaris and wildlife experiences across Tanzania's 

national parks and conservation areas, including the Serengeti, Ngorongoro, Tarangire and the 

areas around Mount Kilimanjaro. The objective of this policy is to help create an environment in 

which Tanzania's wildlife and their habitats are protected and developed sustainably. Wildlife is a 

vital component of the world's ecosystems, contributing to the balance and stability of natural 

processes, and it is also an important source of tourist attraction and scientific research. AFSS 

does not contribute to the degradation of ecosystems, and only works with sites and activities that 

treat animals properly. 

2. The Five Freedoms 

In line with the Global Welfare Standards for Animals in Tourism, AFSS commits to gradually 

assess all of its suppliers and to work only with suppliers and excursion providers that ensure the 

Five Freedoms: 

• Freedom from hunger and thirst; 

• Freedom from discomfort; 

• Freedom from pain, injury or disease; 

• Freedom to express normal behaviour; 

• Freedom from fear and distress. 

3. Conservation and legal compliance 

Conservation issues concern endangered and threatened species. Animal attractions and wildlife 

excursions must comply with the requirements of CITES (the Convention on International Trade 

in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora), which is legally binding and protects wild 

animals from exploitation through international trade. AFSS operations also comply with 

Tanzanian law, including the Wildlife Conservation Act, 2009 and the National Parks Act (Cap. 

282), and the regulations of TANAPA, the Ngorongoro Conservation Area Authority (NCAA) and 

other authorities. AFSS commits to inform its teams, guests, suppliers and partners that the trade 

of any endangered animals, whether live or dead, or of their parts, is illegal. 

4. Challenges facing wildlife conservation in Tanzania 

AFSS recognises the principal challenges to wildlife conservation in the regions where we 

operate, including: limited awareness; rapid population growth and agricultural encroachment; 

poaching and the illegal wildlife trade; human-wildlife conflict; climate change; and pressure on 

habitats and water sources. Effective conservation depends on the involvement and benefit of 



local communities, and AFSS supports approaches that give communities a genuine stake in 

protecting wildlife. 

5. Strategies for protecting wildlife 

• Supporting habitat conservation and the integrity of protected areas; 

• Promoting sustainable land-use practices; 

• Supporting research, monitoring and anti-poaching efforts; 

• Investing in public education and community awareness; 

• Channelling tourism revenue towards conservation and community benefit. 

6. Animal welfare 

Where animals are held in captivity, safeguarding their welfare is a foremost priority for AFSS. 

Captive animals depend on humans to provide for their physical, social and biological needs, 

which is difficult in unfamiliar environments and can lead to abnormal behaviour. AFSS therefore 

expects that any animal-attraction provider it engages prevents cruelty and holds animal welfare 

as its top priority, which means that: 

✓ The provider holds a valid legal licence for the type of attraction or activity offered; 

✓ Animals are not held under cruel circumstances and are not 'humanised'; 

✓ Animals are not trained to perform unnatural tricks and are not forced to take part in 

activities; 

✓ Animals are held in enclosures large enough for their species, in line with international 

guidelines; 

✓ Animals are fed healthily and regularly and have constant access to sufficient clean 

drinking water; 

✓ Animals are regularly checked by qualified veterinarians and are never poached for their 

skins, tusks or meat. 

7. Supply chain 

AFSS believes that animals are generally better off in the wild. Where care is taken regarding 

animal welfare, well-managed attractions can provide valuable learning experiences and support 

conservation. We require animal-attraction providers to respect the Five Freedoms, and we 

recommend avoiding attractions that exist purely for entertainment rather than conservation. We 

encourage providers of wildlife activities to move gradually towards more natural experiences, 

with larger enclosures and less human interaction, in response to rising public awareness of 

animal welfare. 

8. Wildlife in the wild 

Tourists are often drawn to Tanzania because of its wildlife, and wildlife encounters are frequently 

the highlight of a trip. While visits to national parks can support conservation, they can also 



damage wildlife in these fragile ecosystems if poorly managed. Animals in the wild should remain 

wild. AFSS requires that its suppliers and excursion providers ensure wildlife: 

✓ Is not lured or habituated with food; 

✓ Is not chased, crowded or touched; 

✓ Is not hunted; 

✓ Is not frightened with loud noises or bright lights. 

AFSS strives to ensure that national park guidelines and rules are communicated and respected 

by all visitors and excursion providers; that the health and safety of employees, guests and wildlife 

are among the main priorities of our suppliers; and that neither wildlife nor people are put into 

dangerous situations. By travelling responsibly, our guests can enjoy memorable experiences 

while supporting conservation and avoiding unnecessary damage to Tanzania's biodiversity. 

8.1 Elephants and large mammals 

Tanzania's elephants, found in the Serengeti, Tarangire, Ngorongoro and other ecosystems, are 

charismatic but wild animals that can be unpredictable and dangerous. The best way to appreciate 

them is in the wild, where they belong; viewing them in their natural environment also contributes 

to their continued survival. AFSS guides maintain safe and respectful distances, keep to 

designated tracks, and never allow vehicles to crowd, chase or separate animals. Income from 

park visits should support conservation and benefit the survival of elephants and other wildlife. 

8.2 Primates and other sensitive species 

Encounters with primates, such as the colobus and blue monkeys of the forests around 

Kilimanjaro and the chimpanzees of Gombe and Mahale, are a highlight for many travellers, but 

interaction can be damaging and dangerous for both people and animals. Because of their genetic 

similarity to humans, primates are highly vulnerable to disease transmission, so people and 

primates must not touch and must keep a defined distance. Feeding primates alters their natural 

diet and behaviour, increases competition and aggression, and makes them more susceptible to 

illness. AFSS guides enforce minimum distances, prohibit feeding, and follow all park rules 

designed to keep both visitors and animals safe. 

9. Product development guidelines 

AFSS believes its product and operations teams have a crucial role in safeguarding wildlife. When 

creating or assessing any experience involving animals, our teams apply the following guidelines: 

• Respect the Five Freedoms in every activity involving animals; 

• Ensure operations comply with national law and that providers hold a valid operating 

licence; 

• Ensure guides and rangers are trained to keep themselves, clients and wildlife safe, and 

that tourists are informed of the rules to follow; 

• Ensure local staff are paid fair living wages, housed in decent conditions and not made to 

work excessive hours; 



• Ensure all waste is retained and disposed of appropriately, and avoid offering motorised 

activities that disturb wildlife; 

• Care for any animals in captivity in line with section 6, and safeguard animals in the wild 

in line with section 8; 

• Develop products that make a positive impact and financially support conservation efforts 

in our destinations. 

Responsible person 

Implementation of this policy is led by the Sustainability Coordinator, Mary Wanjiku Njuguna, who 

can be reached at mary@africanscenicsafaris.com. All managers are accountable for promoting 

and enforcing the policy in their departments, and every employee, contractor, and partner is 

responsible for upholding it in daily operations. 

Effective date and revision 

This policy takes effect on 23 June 2026. It will be reviewed at least once every twelve months, 

or sooner if there is a material change in our operations, the law, or stakeholder expectations. 

The next scheduled review is 23 June 2027. 
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